4             NAPOLEON'S CAMPAIGN IN POLAND.

to which he had so often led the soldiers of the republic, that
Napoleon had become their idol and, with them at his back,
had risen from a humble lieutenant of artillery to be the
greatest personality in France and in Europe.

It was as much by the necessity for retaining the favour
of tb-e army as by his own boundless ambition, and his
schemes for an universal empire, that the Emperor was
impelled to epiter upon a continued career of conquest.
His designs he cloaked by pretended overtures to England,
with whom he had been again at war since May, 1803, He
neither believed nor hoped that peace would follow, but the
negotiations served to reveal to him the existence of an
alliance between England and Eussia. Austria too, he knew,
was labouring to repair the losses she had suffered in recent
campaigns. Prussia, confident in the strength of an army
which was believed to be as invincible as those of the great
Frederick, was bent on playing her own game rather than
that of Europe generally. She offered a splendid opportunity
for the exercise of the diplomatic talents of Talleyrand and
his master who soon saw that, by judicious treatment, she
could be kept out of the field, until it was too late for her
to enter it Vith powerful allies.

Whether Napoleon really ever intended seriously to
attempt the invasion of England or not, his avowed inten-
tions enabled him to train, on his northern coasts, the finest
army he ever commanded. At that distance, his prepaarations
were far removed from the view of Austria, who little
thought that an army collected at a point so remote from her
frontier could be used against her with such rapidity and
deadly effect as it presently was.

At the same time, the Emperor was busy strengthening
himself on his continental frontier. Holland, soon to be
erected into a monarchy for bestowal on his brother Louis,
was brought under French control. The Italian republic
was induced to declare Napoleon king of Italy.

It was now time for him to precipitate matters.   His